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Apathy: An Enemy Among Us
Wfta1~

fia.,,penuu;••·
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November 20Thanksgiving
Potluck/Party,
for infonnation
call 796-9114.

'A. November 21Strategy meeting
about opposition to
sodomy ruling in
Frankfort, Ky.

A November 26Happy
Thanksgiving!
No meeting.

A December 3,Nominations for
/ officers and
speeches.
Last day to pay
dues for fall
semester.

'A.

December 10-Officer elections.
Last meeting of the
semester.
Uappy /{o /idays!
Sec you next
semester!

lf, at the next meeting of
the Lambda Society, I were
to ask members to voice
some of the threats that are
facing us a group, I might
hear the following: ignoranee, fear, prejudice,
discrimination, closemindedness.
Without doubt, all are
problems we as individuals,
and Lambda as a whole,
face regularly. However,
what I probably would not
hear is tJ1e one thing that
threatens to cripple us more
than any other. It often
goes by unrecognized • yet
it is still present and, sadly
enough, does not even come
from an external source.
No, this threat is of our own
making and threatens
Lambda's very existence.
What is it? It is apathy.
Webster defines apathy
as "the absence o r lack of
interest or concern." Before
I explain why I feel this is
such a great threat to
Lambda this semester, I
want to backtrack to the fall
of 1991 where the seeds of
this threat took root.
At the first meeting of
the La mbda Society.
cxci1e111c11t \Hts high. as was
a ttendance. Wcste rn's ga~ .
lesbian. and b1se,ua l

community finally had a
group we could call our
own. Our expectations and
aspirations knew no
boundaries. However, our
initial hopes turned sour as
attendance plummeted and
Lambda became stagnant.
Meeting after meeting,
no new ground was broken
and member apathy grew.
In addition, Lambda's only
social function \Y<ls a weekly
Wednesday evening outing
to a local restaurant, which
grew tired quickly. Many,
including myself, felt as if
we were spinning our
wheels and accomplishing
nothing. Frustration was
high and by December only
seven to e ight people were
corning to meetings (a
majority of which were
officers). The exodus had
begun.
The same held true for
much of the spring semester
until Lambda elected new
officers and presented its 1st
Annual Forum on Gay,
Lesbian. and Bisexua l Issues
at Downing University
Center. Inte rest was
revitali1.cd, we were moving
fo rward . .ind momentum
was on our s ide agai n
This fa ll II appeared that
the momentum had earned

over from last spring.
Attendance held steady
a round 30 people the first
several meetings. Still, the
other officers and I were
not going to take this
interest for granted. We
have planned, and continue
to plan, special events for
most of the meetings and a
multitude of events outside
our regular meetings.
Suddenly, however, the
momentum seemed to be
slipping away from us
again.
Our first movie night
drew only 10, as did the
roller skating excursion.
Moreover, the scavenger
hwll attracted less than 10
and the self-defense workshop, only 11. But perhaps
most shocking and disappointing, at least for me,
was tJ1e paltry turnout for
Lambda's picnic on National
Coming Out Day. Just 20
people made their way to
Griffin Park on October 11.
In sharp contrast, a picnic
late last semester drew over
40 with not one-fifth the
advance notice or public ity.
E\'en weekly meeting
,lltendance is sulTeri ng.
d011 11 about 30% from the
c ·o,11111m:d tm column I page !

Continued from page I

first weeks of the semester.
Frankly, I have no
explanation for it. Personally, I have never enjoyed
being a part of this group
more than I do now. All I
can say is this: Apathy is
something we should fight
and attempt to overcome. It
is easy to say that someone
else will do it or that I
really do not have the time.

Imagine what would
happen if everyone said
that! I know as well as

anyone about tests, papers,
projects, etc...and how
pressed each of us is for

time. Still, for Lambda to
continue to function we
must all do what we can to
help. Your support and
help is critical. Only when
we come together as a
whole are we most powerful.
For those who attend
meetings regularly, bring a
friend. Bring two friends!
Tell them how much fun
we have, what we are
about, what we have
accomplished, and what we
have in store for the future.
Lambda's power has yet to
be fully recognized but it
can be with your help and

determination. Make
Lambda a part of your life.
Whether that means writing
for the newsletter, becoming chair of a committee,
running for office, or
simply attending the
meetings, do what you can
when you can. If each of us
were to do this, there is no
telling just how strong
Lambda can be. "-Jason Vowels
Special thanks to
Af e/ome Af eadows
for her con1nh11t1ons ,n 1hc
prod11c11on ofth,s n ew.1/etrer.

Education:
The Best Defense
Although he could have
shown us how to kill
someone with a single blow,
the best defense he gave us
was to escape. To run from
potentially dangerous
situations is definitely in
one's best interest when
considering the alternative
of getting beaten up by a
bunch of homophobic,
insecure people with attitude
problems. He also advocated the use of weapons if
one, unfortunately, finds
oneself in a fight The idea
is to get out of the situation,
and havihg a weapon will
enable one to best do that.
Being assaulted for one's
sexual orientation is
obviously not a good
situation., but worse yet is
being physically injured
because of another's ignorance.
The world is not an
accepting place for homosexuals, if you have not
noticed yet, but the way to
battle this problem is NOT
to fight violence with
violence. In order to remove
the prejudice, discrimination, and hatred from the
homophobic/heterosexual

world we must do so
throug h continued
peaceful and organized
efforts. We must use our
minds, hearts, and souls
to educate about and
abolish homophobia
which is the main cause
for violent acts against
homosexuals. lo this
self-defense seminar we
learned that the reason
people instigate violent
acts towards others
different from themselves
is because they are
insecure, lack selfcon.fidence, and/or are
uneducated. This is the
root of the problem with
which we must contend.
Through education we
can eliminate homophobia, and give people
security in their own
sex-uality by showing
them that we are not out
to convert the world.
This new-found security
will lead to the development of self-confidence,
and people will no longer
feel the need to oppress
those who are different.
Education is freedom
from oppression! i.. -BS-
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Clinton-Gore Victory ...
Or Ours?
November 3 is past and the votes have been counted. Bill
Clinton won with an electoral landslide. We have all seen
the endless news coverage on the subject.
What I want each person to think about is the effect that
th.is election has had on our group a nd each individual
within this group. Lambda underwent a transformation that
impressed people in and out of the group, including me. We
came together as a force at the airport against Dan Quayle
and for Hilliary Clinton. And this show of unity and
strength did not go unnoticed from local groups, political
figures, and the candidates themselves. With that type of
outspoken show of force in such a conservative town it made
a mark that people will not forget soon. The respect we
have earned is wonderful and deserved.
But that is not the best part, we as people have shown that
individuals can make a difference. We have ~mpowered
ourselves and helped others to empower themselves...that is
the greatest victory. With the election over and America
being better off than she was, we as people can take what we
have learned and make a difference for the:: next four years
and the rest of our lives. Use your power for the future - the
future of everyone that needs a voice. 1 -Michael Harless

Heterosexism
Workshop:
A Success
What is heterosexism? How do you know if you are gay,
lesbian or bisex'Ua1? What is Lambda? ls there discrimination on campus? How did your family and friends react to
your "coming out?" ls there oppression within the gay
community?
These questions, among many others, were asked of the
panel following the Heterosexism Workshop held on
Tuesday, November 17. The Workshop briefly addressed the
linkage of oppression, the ramifications of a heterosex.ist
society. and the actions that anyone can take to end oppression.
This Workshop and Pane l were publicized mainly in
campus residence halls. As a result, a large majority of the
participants were campus residents. T he Workshop showed
a comrnittment on the part of the staff and students to
address the issues of homophobia and heterosexism on our
campus. We have a lso been given indications that this
Workshop will be mandatory for hall directors staning for
spring semester 19 93 !!!!

FIGHT
HOMOPHOBIA
Be All You Can Be
Most think that one would
have to do something
terrible in order to have
their privilege to serve their
country revoked. This is
not the case in the United
States. Gays and lesbians
have been forced into the
"closet" by the military for
many years. These men and
women have served and
even died for their country,
yet have not been able to let
their lives be known. It has
been the policy for the
military to discharge any
person that admits to being
gay or lesbian. This ·
includes those that have
dedicated their lives to the
service.
President-Elect Bill
Clinton remains stem that
under his administration the
ban of gays and lesbians in
the military will be lifted.
He has stated that a person's
ability and her or his
performance on the job
should be the key to the
length of one's military
career. This type of 'open'
military is in existence in
most other countries. It
should be no problem to
implement this here. The
pentagon released a
statement that they arc
dedicated to make the
transition as smooth as
possible. II is now 1hc job of
Clinton to determine how
1his wi ll be done. Clinton
staled in his first public

address after the election
that he will soon select a
committee lo advise him on
how to most easily do this.
There are several likely
candidates for this committee. One spoke out recently
on a television news program.
This woman had dedicated over twenty-five years
of her life to the army. Her
resume had two pages
dedicated to honors and
awards received, yet th.is
made no difference once she
made her identity as a
lesbian known. When asked
why she decided to make
this public statement
knowing the possible result
she said that she had made a
life out of fighting for truth
and could not lie. T hose that
worked with her avoided her
discharge for over a year, but
were eventually forced by the
pentagon lo process the
discharge. T his women has
made a public statement that
she would be honored to
serve on Clinton's committee.
With this leadership it is
possible that those gays a nd
lesbians tha t have served
will be honored for their
accomplishme nts without
regard to their intimate
identity. As a nation, we will
finally be able to oITer 10
everyone the opponunity to
truly "be all you can be.""'
-/,ori Young
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Defending Your L i f e - - - - - - - - My girlfriend Karen
walked into her Spanish
class a few minutes early
one day last week. She
smiled when she noticed a
Oyer urging support of gay
rights displayed prominently
on the room's bulletin board.
Then, Alfredo walked in.
"Gay rights? What
the.. .I'm gonna tear that shit
down," he grumbled.
"Don't tear that down,"
Karen spoke up.
"I'm gonna tear it
down... ," he strolled over to
the bulletin board.
"I said, DON'T TEAR IT
DOWN," she repeated. Her
voice was firm and defiant,
but he ignored it.
A moment later, the flyer
lay crumpled on the floor
where he threw it, and
Karen's blood pressure rose.
"Why did you do that
dammit," she demanded,
"I'm gay!"
Karen "outed" herself in a
classroom full of several
people to prove a point. This
can be a difficult, sometimes
even dangerous, thing to do,
but it is also the most
powerful way for us to
combat our status as the
"invisible minority," to
disprove stereotypes about

gays and lesbians and to
prove that we truly are
everywhere.
Think of the situation this
way; suppose that flyer bad
been an focused on another
minority group like AfricanAmericans. ln most cases,
bigots (being for the most
part gutless) would not have
blatantly ripped it down in
the presence of an AfricanAmerican, especially if they
had asked them not to.
Granted, there are some
cases where it would happen
regardless of who was
present. But, in a general
sense, Americans have
rejected blatant racism as
"politically incorrect." Not
only would such a display
offend any African-Americans in the room, but it
should offend any other
person in the room who has
any regard for fairness and
decency.
But homosexuals are still
fair game. Especially at the
Republican National
Convention, where homophobia was a crowd favorite.
Think of all the times we've
had to endure anti-homosexual remarks and the

subtle bigotry that is still
accepted for gays and
lesbians, simply because the
perpetrators don't think they
know any homosexuals and
they surely don't think they
actually have a class with
one. Certainly not everyone
one is like this, but many of
our classmates see us as the
"other people" who exist on
the news or maybe in New
York City, but not as the
classmate they borrowed
notes from yesterday.
I know we have all
probably experienced a
situation like the one Karen
encountered. Maybe some of
us bad a similar reaction to
it. I would just like us to sit
back and consider the
various forms of gaybashing we hear, be it in
class, at work, from a
roommate, etc. I would
encourage you not to remain
silent when you don't have
to. Of course, we all know
that there are times when it
would be far too costly for
us to stand up for ourselves
and that is completely
justifiable. But think about
the times when you can. l
mean, what did Karen have

to lose by telling this
charming young man what
she thought about his
bigotry? She wasn't going to
get beat up right there or
thrown out of class. It was a
perfect time to make up for
alJ the times she's had to
remain silent. TaJce those
chances when you get them,
because there will probably
be more times when you feel
like you just have to put up
with it. Not only will it
make you feel better to
speak your mind, it also
might cause someone to
rethink their homophobic
perceptions. rm not encouraging everyone to be the
"militant homosexual," only
to make your strides where
you may.

Karen's response was
brilliant. Alfredo looked like
an uncomfortable idiot, not
to mention a sexist bigot A
few of Karen's other

classmates even approached
her after class to tell her
they didn't condone
Alfredo's behavior. Every
personal conquest. however
small, should be viewed as a
step forward for us all. A

-Melanie Meadows
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Election Time:
Is There An Office
For You?
Well, my dear friends here we arc again, another month
and another issue of Triangular Times. Last time I congratulated all of you for attending the meetings. and encouraged
you to lake any role you would like to lake bot11 in and out of
the meeting situation. T his time I'd like to give you some
idea of what the Executive Board is and their responsibilities to you and the organization.
Let's begin with the President's position. As President., I
see the responsibility to oversee meetings, coordinate
activities both in and out of the meeting scenario, to be a
liaison between the group and outside organizations, to
publicly represent the organization, and most importantly,
to implement any ideas or action that any member may feel
important to address.
The Administrative Vice President's purpose is to serve in
the president's absence, to help coordinate official functions
(elections, any group-sponsored events). and to be a liaison
between the organization and other University groups (USA,
SGA, IOC. etc.). Of course, this function is dependent on
scheduling and availability. The Aministrative VP should
also assist the group in any way (be it a committee, Executive Board member or individual).
The Public Relations Vice President is essentially responsible for announcing upcoming events, both through the
group and to the public at large (as the group sees fit to
disclose). This can be achieved through various methods
such as fliers, press releases, and newspaper announcements. However, in addition to the announcements, the PR
Vice is concerned with the overall presentation of the
Lambda Society in a positive manner.
The Secretary is responsible for taking the minutes of the
meeting. These minutes are to be tu.med in to the President
to be kept for future reference.
The Treasurer is responsible for the maintenance of the
Lambda Society funds (i.e. balance checkbooks. co-write
checks with the President., approve any expenditures) and
for fund-raising projects (i.e. penny drives, dues collection,
ben~fits, etc.).
Of course these are simplifications of the various offices,
and no position is set in stone; therefore, each position is
subject to changes as dictated by the organizations. These
individual offices also compromise the Executive Board, an
"idea-bouncing" body whic h help put out the ideas, policies
and activities as decided by the organization.
T hese offices are open for election on December 10 and
all student members arc eligible for the pos itions. Please
remember to pay dues by December 3. because only paid
members can vote. 11. -President, Larry Brown
GOOD LU CK!!!! !
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